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1 a 
end drew near, commanded an herald to go 
his camp, and to wave his winding ſheet at 
of hs ne in the view of his. whole 
e 


"Frm 9 che removal | of 0 at Wikia 
n member, an 20g ich, Deacon, * 
this church, 1 up. this day, in your: view, 


7 1 . e if th i! che devotion 

of the molt devout; and the piety of the 'moſt 
ous amongſt mankind, are no Thelcer from the 
— of. death though all the paſt generations 
of men with the exception 4 two, Enoch 
and Elij are in the fen: du it is a fact that 
N 20.4 on as ſecurely as though they 
vere never Jo die "REY 6 ae ag 


} 


* - | p 


A N. ai enen | Y 
DIN, an eaſtern Emperor, when his 


intended to perform. 


aide into it? When ag 
left heaven— Wed Upöh Be: 


to God, die in on iy 


You will find them, 3800 


EY 
" Wi &. 8 
8713 
themſelves have been furprized when death came; 
and have had a ve 20mm feeling that ſome- 


ch they Always 


- Who in this os can hn an exemption. 
from death? What we have before us is the 
rave; and a few ſteps more will bring us to it. 
he dark vale of death is a vale we muſt paſs 
through: and believe me, my friends, that o all 
important things, the Moſt important is prepa- 
ration for the paſſage, What is 7 which mul- 
titudes prize ind purſue when 
this? atever I poſſeſs, I have nothing ; what- 
ever I am doing, po am doing nothing, if I can- 
not die with a goſpel hope. Of what avail is the 


world's, peace if there 1s no peace 2 s 
and my foul? Had I the knife 


4 e I the bo (-Y denen 
thing the world“ calls 


1 WR ee »: >». 


what 


it profit me if T had. 15 tofu | ec beet 
* Ne” laſt con mo EEE 


furvive this end It 
dothe my ſodl in m2 20 e d, TE 


upon the Scene 


ave us, to und 
ner, that theſe ate 75 Eat 
that can lie upon the human er * 
Theſe were momentous concerns in eee 
of our departed friend, on whoſe much lamented 
death I ſhall addreſs you from a very few words, 
to which, in his private Papers, he often alludes, 
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ras ready to employ all the tem 
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Chriſt; and 1n.cyery office; of r 
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5 long expected, Mefſiah—thar he was the A 


from that guilt into which they were ſunk; an 


A real W nf $ copy of the ruth 0 en 
chings us is not a cold aſſent o | 
A hang of | 


- (46:1 
We have in Maſon, in the 
Finer place, a Diſciple, | 


Wo is; a fincere chriſtian—a true believer it in 
lorious founder rites nd whoſe 
meg in every article o faith and pi 177 watts the 
55 of Chriſt. He was broug 
iciple muſt be) to a firm belief 15 che Boer | 
miſflon of Chriſt—thar he was the prorhiſed, and 


wer and wiſdom of God—thar God fj 
im and by him—and that it is to him | 
of the, muſt look for deliverance from that | 
mental darkneſs in which they were involyed | 


fed; 
of theſe 


from that eternal death to which theyweree 


un to ſome propoſition in wflich 


; he e hath ſcarce any concern: but a ſteady, heatt- | 


Ry conviction of the juſtice of every claim. he 
pals s on the attention, credit, and ſouls of meg, 
is faith is founded on a train of divine diſpen- 
ſations—on'the exact fulfilment of ancienr pe: 5 
phecy in the perſon and characters of Chri 
on the miracles that attended his birth and death 


on the amazing works he wrought—on the 


anner of his life on the important nature and 
ivine tendency of his doctrines — on the un- 
ſhaken firmneſs of the Apoſtles in his cauſe, who 


_ they muſt have known to be an impoſtor 8-4 


y was ſüch —on the ſurpriſing {| Fae of | 
goſpel, notwithſtanding the powers of the world 
dof darkneſs were in league againſt it—on the 


teſtimony of the enemies of Chriſt and on the 


great and glorious change chriftianity hath 


wrought in the hearts and lives of multitudes in 
this fallen world, Hence he infers the infidel's 


fatal 


171 N= 
fatal miſtake, and that the very reaſon he boaſts i 


here there is a real diſcipleſhip to Chriſt, 
ſuch as Mnaſon's was, the nature and deſign 
his undertaking are underſtood and felt. 
will make a perſonal application to Chriſt -who 
hath no conyiction that the end God had in view 
was the reſtoration of our unhappy race to 115 | 
image of himſelf they had loſt ; and to that Þli 
from which they had fallen, and from which they 
might have been forever excluded? 5 
There is no diſcipleſhip to Chriſt without a 
conviction of the end for which he came, and the 
need which the ſoul ſtands in of ſuch a Saviour 
as he is. Chriſtianity is the religion of ſinners— 
for them it was deſigned for their recovery and 
ſalvation it wascalculated—and the goſpel e 
will never be really welcome to a ſoul which hath 
no conviction of the being, malignity, and danger 
of ſin. I am no diſciple of Chriſt whom I 75 
if I do not ſee fin in that affecting il 4 
light the goſpel caſts upon it—if my own fins 
have not lain as a burden upon my heart—and 
if mine inmoſt ſoul hath not been deeply touch- 
ed with the view of that condemnation which is 
n's defert. He who ſees himſelf, the law he 
ath broke, and the God he hath offended, in a 
Juſt light, will ſee his want of a Mediator to 
render his acceſs to a juſt and holy God ſafe and 
omfortable ;. and he will hear no ſound with 
half the pleaſure he hears that which brings ſal- 
yr... ; l 
A diſciple of Chriſt conceives of deliverance 
fromi the condemning and reigning power of fin, 
as an object of the utmoſt importance. Could 
you ſee his heart, you would find this the object 
of his firſt and warmeſt wiſh. To be — 


— 


F 8] 
the effects of Jehovah's dif] pleaſure, . and t 
ave that guilt removed which Harl 1 725 fer nie 
ng re, is an object he. cannot loſe fight of. 
the heart pafiteth after the water broolts, -y 


ants his Four for this; and he hath, no ex 
TX  ſifery and happineſs until this is ſe 
cured, 


"The real aide hath a lively copie 4 
Chr 75 mask, of God, unto fallen bed, f 
kt Tees righte bfneſs, ſanQification, and r 
er Jemption that He can effect his deliyerati 
rom that guilt. which lies with weight upon 5 
: Map tas he can juſtify him befote' God—and 
705 he, Lind his goſpel and grace, al make Hirn 
. wiſe and „and form him for the 1 4 
world. is hs e allays the an 
1 his heart, and caſts him, as an humble ſoppliant 
{ at "the Father's feet, 

The real diſciple of Chriſt makes the rri6ff 
fervent application of ſoul to him to his blood 
ts waſh away his guilt—to his grace to renew 
ſanctify Him in body, foul, and ſpirit—and 

55 him he ſeeks 25 1 05 and life, 
& who is brought by ching of his 
ward, and the agency 97 the” pirit,” 57 a dee 
and cornmanding concern about his ſoul, and 
the diligent ule of the means of deliverigce' and 
5 vation Chriſt hath preſeribed he that is re- 
newed in the ſpirit, of his 9 5 7 takes the 
| cormpleftion not only of his ſentimenits, but. aſs 
of. his temper and conduct, from dhe ſpel 
the Saviour's ex: ariple—he' that does whe 
to God, to the Redeemer, and his religion, „ in 
thoſe ſtations he fills — is a diſciple. If, my 
Abend. your ears and hearts are 760 to receive 
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[9 ] 
the Saviour's words—if his wiſdom guides you— 
if his power and grace defend you----if you 
breathe his ot he dwells in your hearts by 
faith---and if a certain ſacred communion and 
fellowſhip ſubſiſts between him and you; then 
yours is that deſirable and happy ſtate of diſciple- 
ſhip to Chriſt which I am now deſcribing. Let 
none think that this is a trifling matter. It is 
eſſential to the very being of a diſciple, that he 
fall in with that part of > + goſpel ma which 
hath reſpect to holineſs in heart and life. It is 
his ardent wiſh and fervent prayer, that his faith 
may be a living faith an active principle - and 
that every rebellious power and paſſion may be 
brought into ſubjection to Chriſt. He does not 


aſk. a diſpenſation to ſin, nor does he deſire a 


ſalvation of which holineſs makes not an eſſen- 
tial part. For this he daily petitions the throne 
of grace, that his affections may be ſpiritualized 
3 the pureſt precepts of the — A may be 
reduced to practice by him that he may follow 
Chriſt fully that he may exemplify every chriſ- 
tian grace and be numbered with that pecu- 
| lar people who are zealous of good works. If 
feel not a warm deſire. to recommend myſelf to 
God, through Chriſt, in every ſtation in which 1 
am placed—if God's ſpecial love and favour are 
not of unſpeakably greater importance to me, 
in myown eſteem, than the ſmiles of thę world, 
or any object imagination can paint if the bent 
and tendency fm ſoul is not towards God if 
there be not a principle of love to God within 
me that prompts me to obedience, and makes 


obedience ſweet—if I walk not with God — and 


if I breathe not after that world where I ſhall ſee 
and enjoy him; I am not a diſciple. A genuine 
diſciple's language is this“ I would be every 

a 1 te thing 


_ « bind me to the ſervice of my God, and to the 


ee thy ſpirit leads and may thy counſel be my 


„ Apoftle, the life which J live in the fleſh is 


e verſe and embrace that ſubſtantial, permanent, 
« and eternal felicity which-carth denies.”  * 


- would hope and believe, that I have 


—— — a pn hw + é Str Eta P 
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[ 10 ] 
te thing thou wouldeſt have me to be; and do 
« eyery thing thou wouldeſt have me'to do. I 
« have not a power but thou mayeſt command; 
ce nor an affection which I would not have fixed 
ce where thou doſt direct. What is an eternity 
« employed for thee, when compared with that 
« fülvation which I hope to poſſeſs ? J would 
« feel the conſtraining influence of thy love to 


ce performance of every duty I am bound to dif- 
te charge, I would hate every falſe way would 
ce eſteem all thy precepts concerning all things 
« to be right—and wiſh to bear, at all times, 
te about me, growing marks of my diſcipleſhip 
cc to thee. With pleafure would J follow whither 


« guide, thine arm my guard, thine heaven my 
« home. With the ſame ardour with which I 
« wiſh thy glory hereafter, may I wiſh and pur- 
tc ſue a conformity to thine image and likeneſs 
* upon earth. Teach me to ſay with the 


ce hy the faith of the ſon of God; and when my 
cc pilgrimage ſhall be over, may I expire in the 
« exerciſe of a living faith, and find in thy con- 


This is the diſciple of Chriſt. Such was 
Mnaſon. Such was our departed friend: and'I 
. 


picture of many I this day addreſs. 
We have, in Mnaſon, not only a diſciple but 

in the © * | 

Szcond place, an old Diſciple. 


N 


By this it is moſt natural to underſtand that 

0 was no new convert - that his converſion was a 
nee ancient date — that he had proved Chriſt 

and his ways — and that he ſaw mw reaſon to 
adhere to both, even until death. What his age 
was, we know not : but — text leads me to con- 
ceive of him, not only aged as a man, but 1 
a diſciple. Though we cannot be certain when it 
was that he was converted to chriſtianity, it ſeems 
highly probable that it was on the firſt preaching 
of the goſpel at Jeruſalem. This ſuppoſition will 
place = e commencement of his aiſcipleſhip in 
the 27 14158 of his life; for when this viſit was 
paid to Mnaſon, about 40 years had paſſed ſince . 
our Lord opened his commiſſion. 

By far the greater part of mankind are brought 
to their graves in the early periods of life. We 
read of an Abel, an Abijah, a Joſiah, examples 
of early grace. and piety, who were * n 


down. | 
They ſparkl'd—were exhal'd—then went to bene 


One of the ſhorteſt reigns of all- the Britiſh 
Princes was the reign. of the moſt promiſing 
Prince. So few charms hath this world, that 
It is no mark of God's diſpleaſure with his 
children that he takes them early. from it. What 
is the world they leave, when compared with 
that to which their heavenly Father takes them ? 

Some, we have ſeen, ſoon ripened for heaven, 
and ſoon taken to it. How many plants of 
grace ; Jaden with goodly fruit; the delight of 
every eye; the joy of every heart; the hope of 
future years; have been taken from the earth at 
thirty—twenty—nay, earlier ſtill ! | 

Happy for the world that ſome have ſtood the 
ſhock of many a blaſt ; weathered: out many a 


ſtorm ; and ſeen the longeſt date of human life! 
B 2 Some 


411 

Some we have known who were early brought to 
God; and who have exemplified through many 
rolling years, the graces of that Spirit who cre- 
ated them anew. In ſome of the eminent among 
the ſervants of Jehovah, and in Job in particu- 
lar, that declaration was fulfilled, “ thou ſhalt 
te come to thy grave in a full age, like as a ſnock 


tt of corn cometh in his ſeaſon. In matureſt 


life—mature in every grace and virtue—ripe for 
glory ; their N ather took them. W- 
ever pleaſing it might have been to Chriſt's firſt' 
diſciples to have afcended when their Lord' 
aſcended — however great their felicity would 
have been on their entrance into -thoſe manſions. 
of which their divine Maſter ſpake—it was his 
pleaſure that they ſbould, for à time, abide upon 
earth. Much as he loved then numerous and 
formidable as thoſe enemies were which, he 
knew, they would be called to encounter and 
though he himſelf ſays in that incomparable 
prayer, Father, Iwill that they alſo whom thou 
*« haſt given me be with me where I am, that 
© they may behold my glory, which thou haſt 
te given me ft” —yet it was his will that their 
bliſs ſhould be deferred. And it may deſerve no- 
tice here, that John; though the favourite diſciple 
of Jeſus, was taken to glory the laſt of all the 
Apoſtles. TP e e eee 

| e the world in which we are is ſo full 
of death, there have been thoſe among our pious 
friends whom God hath kept (their lives, by his 
providential care their faith and graces, by his 
word and fpirit) to a period verging on the fulleſt 
age of man. Notwithſtanding their friend and 
Saviour knows that there is nothing upon earth' 


{ 


* Job v. 26, + John xvii. 24. 
$35 SP Weds 7 to 


3 

to ſatify thoſe enlarged and divine deſires he 
= them; that it is a tempting, deluding, 
gerous world in which they are; that their 
faith — patience will be often tried; that Satan 
will employ his moſt malignant arts; that they 
will be wounded in ſome tender part: notwith- 
ſtanding he knows this, and knows alſo that they 
are ripe for glory; and that their hopes are full 
of immorrality ;: yet their harveſt, che confum- 
mation of their bliſs, is delayed. 

But, remember that the. t Head of che 
church. is not only © wonderful in working,” but 
4 excellent in counſel: not only: mighty in 
te ſtrength,” but © wiſe in heart; and that he 
kath many wiſe and gracious ends to anſwer by 


rolonging the ſtay of ſome of en Ware e 
earch This leads me in the 


Turns place, t to point out 0 reaſons key 
amidſt the waſte of time and death, God leaves, 
in his churches, here and there an old Diſciple. 


The great Head of the church may have in 
view the good of the world, and of the reſpective 
churches, in which he prolongs their ſtay—his 
Stk glory, which they reflect—and the improv- 


their own graces, and the enhancing their 
| fours felicity, 


God may, amidſt the waſte of time and death, 
leave here and there an old Diſciple, in the 


I. That the beſt intereſt of their reſp 


ee and the good of the world at lags 
may be promoted by them. 


They are inſtruments in the Redoiqni's bo hand 


of carrying on his important and glorious cauſe 
in this fallen part of the creation of God. By 


them God 1 is ſpeaking—by them old and young, 
| ners 


t 3 


ſinners and faints, may profit and in their tem- 
5 and ſpirit, ned ap n de 
_ WAYS app \ami and glorious. -. They 
are, if I may be allowed the expreſſion, villars of 
fire | to the reſt of mankind for their light and 
guidance. An old Diſciple, who in early life 
was brought to Chriſt -o hath been long at- 
ttentive to his inſtructions, ſubject to his diſci- 
pline, habituated to the practice of his will, and 
eſtabliſhed in grace and piety, is a living goſpel 
is „an epiſtle of Chriſt, n 0 
but with the Spirit of the living God; not in 
{© tables of ſtone, but in fleſhly: tables of the 
« heart, known and read of all men. *” The 
life of an old Diſciple is a ſtanding demonſtrati- 
on that religion is ſomething more than ſpecula- 
tion that it communicates a dignity which no- 
thing upon earth can equal —that its tendency is 
to happineſs, and that its effects are permanent 
and noble. A converſation becoming the goſpel 
of Chriſt tends much to promote the ſpread. of 
Funn chrĩſtianity in the world. What my 
on. we preach when compared with the life 
of an old Diſciple—a'life ſpent, through grace, 
q under the influence of goſpel principles? It a- 
wakens and commands attention — all may un- 
derſtand it—it is addreſſed to the heart. As 
thoſe ſtars which have the brighteſt appearance 
in the heavens ſhine in borrowed luſtre—as the 
moon, N dark in itſelf, by reflecting the 
rays of the fun, becomes a grand and beautiful 
object, and makes a ſecond day: ſo an old Diſ- 
ciple, by the reception and improvement of that 
light and glory which God hath cauſed to riſe 
upon this dark world, becomes poſſeſſed of a de- 


„ 2 Cor. ili. 3. 
gree 


WP 


7 
3.5 1 

gree of luſtre and excellence which none beſides | 
can boaſt and by reflecting the beams of the 
gun of righteouſneſs” which are deſcending upon 
him, he diffuſes light and happineſs in the ſphere 
in which he moves. They of whom the A 

<« who are light in — Lord, * a 
certain glory far 'exc — . 
hold in the natural world, nd Rand fi — 
the inhabitants of every country in which they 
are found.” That temper and diſpoſition; which 
God hath wr in them by his word and ſpi- 
rit, render them objects of eſteem and love: and 
where their conduct in the ſeveral relations of li 
is attended to, a certain propriety, beauty, 
dignity will appear. By them we are led on 
high and exalted apprehenſions of the nature, 
government, ways and works of God—of the 
glorious diſpenſation of the goſpel and of 
divine perſon by whom it came, and to w ä 
they are indebted for all they are, and for "A 
they have. What are abſtract ideas of the nature 
of virtue and ty of their jovelineſs and ne- 
cefſity—of their power and influence on the life 
and 9 — of the connection there is 
between them and true, ſoltd: laſtin peace and 
ſarisfaRtion ; | wen compared with what we 
an attention to ſome diſtingtiſhed a e of 
Chriſt of long ſtanding in the chürch? ?T 55 
ligion' of | Jeſus never appears to ſo great an 
vantage as when” brought into Hes n nor is 10 
likely to impreſs the heart, and improve the trio 
rals of men. No deſcription we can in give of ch 
graces- of the believer — repreſent them 
manner ſo engaging and attractive as when the 
appear in * , walk. The man who, out 


# Eph. v. 8. 8 


8 In 3 


is — by the principles and motives 
of the goſpel, and main an unſhaken regard 
to the au ority and go vernment of God in proſ- 
perity and — in health and ſickneſs; is a 
public bleſſing. The ſum of piety and 
happine Erin che weld be increaſed by him. Oh! 
— Providence hath placed in im- 
bre ſtations of life, gave that they had 
ith Jeſus—ſpake always that language he 
teaches—breathed always that ſpirit which it is 
the deſign of the goſpel to infuſe—and 3 f 
the graces of the chriſtian in — pleaſing 
of light; what might we expect 
kind, then, in the great Head 1 of aha church — 
leave, amidſt the waſte 1 _ 
mos there, an old Diſciple! ez 7 


God may, BR Cot et hd he 
beheving world, leave, in his churches, here ha 
there an * Diſciple. - He who is a ſtranger: to 
Jeſus, and to that new birth of which the goſpel 
ſpeaks, may ſee, in an old Diſciple, what be 
wants. His life and converſe, ſo conſiſtent and 
amiable, ſo ornamental to himſelf, and benefi- 

_ cial to others, have a tendency to engage and fix 
the ſinner's attention, and to touch his heart, 
Bo can an forbear to ſee, in an old Diſciple, 

t the righteous | is. more excellent than his 
<& neighbour” — that the religion of Jeſus. is 
__ 

not a cunningly deviſed fable—that nothing can 

adorn and dignify the ſoul of man, like the 
| of the ſpirit and that there is nothing ſo — 


5 ab its. conſequences as à covenant —_— to 


| ? O, ſinner |, haſten to ſome old Diſciple of 
Jeſs e 
thy Mee . OO, __— 


9 cl af 25 xii, 26. | 
rng _- thy 


c " - 
- - * 
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* 

thy life, death, when compared with his. See 
in him ſomething thou doſt not poſſeſs, which 
lightens every burden mitigates every ſorrow 
zdminiſters ſweet conſolation under every trouble 
—converts darkneſs into day—changes this wil- 
derneſs into Eden and which tends to transform 
this fallen world into à reſemblance. of heaven 
itſelf. See ſome pious: aged traveller, bending . 
towards the grave as, he goes. Affliction ſtops . 
him. He ſmiles upon thee. What creates that 
ſmile ? That perſuaſion of his perſonal intereſt in . 
the everlaſting love of God, through Jeſus, to 
which thou canſt make no pretenſion. Why is 
not this old Diſciple. more diſmayed when he 
ſtands on the brink of death—when he looks for- 
ward into 1 ? That God, whom thou canſt 
not ſtile. thy God, is a God to him. O thou! 
who haſt not taken one ſtep in that path in which 
this old Diſciple walked; how wouldeſt thou feel 
in ſuch a Feation as this? Thy knees would 
ſmite one againſt the'other—thou wouldeſt quake 
in every joint, tremble in every nerve, and ago- 
nizing fear would drink up thy fpirit. Oh! may. 
this ſight, through grace, write deep conviction. 
upon thy ſoul that thou art wrong — fatally, 
wrong—in. thy negle& of Chriſt, and the yaſt, 
concerns of thine immortal ſoul. - Perhaps thou 
art the ſon of ſome pious parent, whoſe ſtay upon 
this earth the great Head of the cliurch may have 
prolonged, that he may be the means.of con-, 
vincing tliee that thou art void of ornament if 
thou haſt not the graces of the Spirit—that thou, 
art naked if Chriſt clothe thee not—that thou. 
wouldeſt be poor and wretched, though the own- 
er of a world, if he who made both it and thee 
was not thy friend and that, without his love in 
Chriſt Jeſus, exiſtence L a thing ta be deplored. 


Oh! 


= 
. f 
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! . Oh! that the loſs thy pibus parent may, for the 
preſent, ſuſtain in having his bliſs deferred, may 
prove eternal gain to thee! 3 
i God may, amidſt the waſte of time and death, 
| leave, here and chere, an old Diſciple, that he 
may afford ſinners a ſtanding proof that redemp- 
tion is. a great work—a work in which all 
perfections of God harmonize and ſhine—a work 
pf the greateſt importance to this fallen world. 
| In them they may ſee what a glorious change the 
word and power of God can effect. I may tell 
| the awakened ſinner the man who begins to feel 
ſome concern for his ſoul, for the pardon of his 
3 ſins, and the juſtification of his perſon; that every 
| humble diſciple of Jeſus. he knows, whether 
| young or old, is a convincing proof that he hath 
to do with a merciful God ; and that in faith 
and repentance his load of guilt will be removed. 
If the man be here on whoſe heart fin lies as an 
heavy burden: he is encouraged by the fight and 
converſe of thoſe who have found mercy, to make 
application to God, through Chriſt, as they were 
enabled to do. If the language of any ſoul be- 
fore me is, I would be a diſciple of Jeſus, But 
ce cannot. There is ſo much to be done that 
e it will never be accompliſhed. My corrupt 
e paſſions are ſo ſtrong, that they will never be 
« ſubdued ; and my ſoul is fo polluted, it will 
ce never be cleanſed. I am fo far from ſalvation, 
that mine will never be wrought. Oh! wretch-- 
« ed man that I am, who ſhall deliver me from 
t the body of this death? But it is my burden, 
* and I muſt bear it.” Now, every diſciple of 
Jeſus is a proof that thine is not a loſt caſe; and' 
the experience of many of them proves that it is, 
by no means, a ſingular one. He who hath ſaid, 
« work out your own ſalvation with fear and 
* SE e trembling,” 


1 . 
cr 8 hath alſo. added, © for it is God 
rc that worketh in you both to will and to do of 
% his own good pleaſute.” * What the power 
and grace of God have done for every diſciple 
thou knoweſt, that will they do for thee on thy 
believing, perſevering, application to him, What 
thou mayeſt now almoſt deſpair of. will, when 
God works, be accempliſhed, for it hath been 
accompliſhed in every diſciple now upon earth, 
in an hoſt which no man can number in the upper 
warld, and the promiſe is made to us. However 
obdurate their hearts might once be, they were 
foftened—however ſtubborn their wills, they were 
bowed to the obedience of that Prince to whoſe 
Unrivalled excellence, power, and compaſſion, 
they had been ſtrangers—their corrupt natures 
were transfarmed—their affections ſpiritualized 
te were created anew in Chriſt Jeſus — and 
raiſed above the reſt of the human race. In them 
we ſee that God can enlighten the darkneſs of 
ch 2 e our faith —inflame our * 

ire& and invigorate every power — purify our 
ſouls—exalt our hhpcs—and ſhed abroad ſatis- 
faction and comfort in the ſoul. An old Diſciple 
is a demonſtration. that great attainments in faith 
and piety may be made that the goſpel may be 
wrought into the heart, and brought forth into 
life—and that his is a mean and ignoble ſpirit, 
who either deſpairs of becoming a diſciple of 
Jeſus, or can reſt in ſome low attainments he hath 


been enabled to make. 2 

7 God may leave, in his churches, here and 

4 there an old Diſciple, that they may be inſtru- 

/ | 0: 0 Plik- it. 12, | 
ts mental 


i 
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mental in inſtructing, improving, encouraging, 
and comforting the pious. The young convert 
needs the example, counſel, reproof, and prayers 
of the more experienced than himſelf in that 
way on which he hath juſt entered. An aged 
and venerable faint, who Was brought early to 
God—who hath. proved. the ways of 1 7 7 
whoſe life is an ayowal that he ſerves the beſt o 
Maſters, that a ſteady conſiſtent walk with Jeſus 
is What. it is no leſs his intereſt and honour than 
it is his duty to maintain, and that the Re- 
 deemer's cauſe, notwithſtanding that oppoſition 
which is made to ip by ſome, and the contempt 
in which it is held by others, is the nobleſt in 
which the human ſoul can engage; is a light that 
evidently tends to confirm the wavering—to en- 
courage the timid—and to eſtabliſh the hearts of 
thoſe who are piouſly inclined in his own family, 
in the church to which he belongs, and in the 
place where he dwells. What ſight upon earth. 
more pleaſing, inſtructive, and encouraging, than 
a Diſciple 2 eſus grown old, ſilvered with age, 
in the ſervice of his God calm and eaſy in him- 
ſelf— full of gratitude to him who made him 
what he . to ſpeak and act for the glory 
of God, the Redeemer's honour, and the 5551 
of others, whilſt a capacity for either is con- 
timued—reoicing in every addition that is made 
to the church of Chriſt, in every eyent that bodes 
well for that cauſe that lies near to, and warms, 
his aged heart and who, under the weight of 
years and increaſing infirmities, is patient and re- 
ſigned, and looks forward with hope, and at fea- 
— with triumph, to that bleſt world where he 


ſhall ſee the King in his rlory ; be numbered 
with them who © haye waſhed their robes, and 
t made them white in the blood of the * 
; rn y 9 4 — 5 8 an 
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and” in the ſong, * mw and honour, and 
cc 800 and 18 be un m who fits upon 

e the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
te ever,” * What charms hath a philoſophical 
life when compared with that which ſome old 
Diſciple. leads! What is a philoſophical. death 
when compared. with that he dies | 

| The pious in paſt ages ſought the conyerſe and 
counſel of each other, and God bleſt it for their 
mutual good. It is the declaration of the wiſeſt 
of men, that ce the mouth of a righteous man is 
e 2 well of life” f—that *© the lips of the righ- 
« teous feed many. © When thoſe who feared 
the Lord ſpake often one to another”—when ſe· 
rious and pious converſe was maintained between 
the members of the ſame church, the children of 
the ſame Father, and the travellers to the ſame 
world—when one "© iſtian would unboſom his 

heart, to another, and freely relate God's dealings. 
with him, his experience in the ways of Chriſt; 
painful douhts were often reſolved - clouds 77 
dar of were often ſcattered—pious principles, 
were ſtrengthened —— impreſſions which divine 
truth had made became more deep divine 
things took faſter hold on the ſoul——zeal for 
God and. Chriſt was increaſed—the flame of di- 
vine love and charity burnt brighter in the ſouls 
of Diſciples — the fearful in heart became 
courageous—and thoſe who were on the fide of 
the Lord God of Iſrael were drawn cloſer to- 
gether, and felt an intereſt in the ſafety and hap- 
pineſs of each other. He knew the value of that 
pious, experimental converſation which hath but 

few advotates in theſe times, whoſe language is 
ts: 85 O my ſoul! thou eee e Lord, 


. Rev. v. 13. "EY 11. 1 Prov. x. 21. 
; ds - « thou 
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« thou art my Lord: my goodneſs extendeth 
* not to thee, but to the ſaints that ate in the 
« earth, and the excellent, in whom is all my de- 
«* light.“ Let the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall 
c be a kindneſs; lee Rik reprove me, it ſhall 
« be an excellent oil that ſhall not break 'mine 
te Head.” + We took ſweet counſel together, ani 

« walked unto. the houſe of God in company.” 


55 oBation of the Supreme: for it is ſaid, 
they that feared the Lord ſpake often one to 


* 


«© another ; and tlie Lord hearkened and heard, 


Lord 6f hoſts, when'I make up my jewels.” $ 

25 e e the - 
evil prayed, * that he might be with him 
«> 'FJowbeit Jeſus fuffered him not, but 10 vn- 


means of encourdgin each others hearts, and of 


as one inſtrument, Chriſt is carrying on his glo- | 
rious cauſe in this fallen world. The old Diſ-' 
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1 
are greatly indebted, under God, to the wiſe 
and pious converſation of others; ſee and lament 
it as one of the alarming ſins of the times, that 
the moſt important concerns the human heart 
can know, are ſo much baniſhed from our ſocial 
hours—that ſo little knowledge can be taken, 


even of many believers, that they have been with _. 


Jeſus, that bins Pork related to him, that they 

have any expe tions from him, or know any 
thing about him. But when to omit what is ſo 
important, ſo ſcriptural, and hath fo pleaſing an 
on the intereſt of vital, experimental re- 
ligion, be faſhionable, let us, my friends nobly 
dare to be ſingular, When religion is baniſhed 
converſation, it is a ſad ſign that it either is, or 
ſoon will be, baniſhed from the heart. If we 
grory in the name of Chriſtians—if we entertain 
igh ſentiments of our religion and its adorable 
Founder—let us not be aſhamed nor backward 
to acknowledge it before men. © Let us witneſs 
« good confeſſion” —let our ſpeech and our 
lives echo the wiſe and gracious deſign, doc- 
trines, precepts, privileges of the goſpel—et us 
be ſteady in that courſe which conſcience, gra- 
titude, and ſcripture recommend, and in the 
prattice of thoſe things which will be the means 
ef improving the divine life in our own fouls, 
which have often been inſtrumental in improving 
it in others, which God approves, and which re- 
dound to the glory of the great Saviour of men, 
I know it is poſſible for the cauſe of religion to 
be hurt by the man who means to ſerve it. But 
where prudence is joined with piety, there is no 
danger of this. th us not contribute our part 
to render that ſtill more unfaſhionable which pri: 
vate and public utility recommend, which the 
great God may expect, and on which 1 
miles. 
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ſmiles. - What we ſhall wiſh, to have done, when 
dying, or when dead, that let us, in divine 
ſtrength, reſolve to perform whether it be the 
faſhion of the times or not. If the world will 
not ſave us, let us not endanger the ſalvation 
our ſouls in order to pleaſe the world. 
I have ſaid the more on this ſubject of religious 
converſation, and the inſtrumentality of an old 
Diſciple in improving, eſtabliſhing, and com- 
forting others by it, not from my own convic- 
tions alone of its great importance, and the very 
unfavourable aſpect which the growin neglecl 
of it, in this age, wears on the intereſt of real, 
vital godlineſs ; but becauſe I find in the Diary 
of our departed friend, which was begun 1739, 
very frequent mention made of the great light, 
inſtruction, improvement, and conſolation he re- 
ceived from pious converſe. It appears from his 
papers, that far the ſpace of ſeveral years he em- 
ployed ſome part of two ering .almoſt every 
week this way. On the 4th of February, 1740, 
a Faſt day, he writes thus. © Attended on pub- 
« lic worſhip at Dr. Watts' meeting, in company 
« with two of my dear Friends, My heart was 
te much affected, and carried forth towards God 
ce jn every part of the ſacred tranſaction. The 
_ « whole aflembly ſeemed to be ſenſibly touched 
« with awful apprehenſions of the power, and 
ce of the wrath of God, whilſt Chriſt's ſervants in 
« the miniſtry were ſweetly leading us to Jeſus, 
te the Saviour of ſinners. At the cloſe of the day 
cc went to the houſe of a good old Diſciple, whic 
« was no ſmall comfort to me, with whom we 
« ſpent ſome time in ſerious converſation, in 
cc reading, in hearing what God the Lord would 
« ſay unto us, and in pouring out our ſouls 12 
2 | fie fore 


87 
« fore him.“ I hope the bleſſed effects of this 
ce. day will be ſeen and felt by the nation in ge- 
c neral, to the greater reformation of it, and 
« to the comfort of all God's children. Amen 
n erties 


* 4 February 24. How great is the blefling of chriſtian 
5 friendſhip! We were mutaally edified in the 27 0 of God, 
« and made to diſcern a greater beauty in holineſs. 

% Tueſday. Been this erening where I would willingly 
© have been abſent, though among profeſſing chriſtians. 


Lord, make me a 'chriftian indeed that I may adorn my 


<< pro ſhan, So3 "a {4 +4 
5% Tueſday. © Met my dear Friends this eyvening—talk- 


ed on ſpiritual affairs, and found my heart much com- 


„ forted ; but did not gain, as T expected. Lord, make us 


* to improve in the divine life; leſt we loſe the things that 
* we have wrought, and another take our crown. | 
„ Tueſday. Met my friends this evening, and diſcourſed 


concerning the experience we have of the divine liſe, our 


« growth in grace, and ſacred knowledge. I truſt, I was 
much the better for theit profitable inſtruction. Lord, 
„ make us wiſer and better, that we may know how to 
„ ſpeak words in ſeaſon to each other; and do thou build 
5 le „„ ee, 
„ 'Fueſday. Spent a few hours with my dear Friends on 
4 the nature of prayer; and its various parts. Lord, in- 
te ſtrugt us more and more in this important duty, and may 
„we find our ſouls get nearer to thee every time we draw 
6 near the throne of Grace! raise 
Monday, Tueſday, Wedneſday. Found my foul, theſe 
ee three days, comforted in the delightfel cofitemplation of 
God's free grace and love: but was too ſoon checked and 
« interrapted : and one means, I believe, might be, my 
ce chriſtian Friends not meeting together at the uſual time, 
« and my being inadvertently hindered from hearing the 
« word of God. | l ak 
«© Monday. This day vifited a Friend; one who had 
* once the rance of ſeriouſneſs ; but is now eaten up 
« with worldly cares, and what there was, I fear, is vaniſh- 
„ ed. Returned reflecting on the goodneſs of God that it 
«is not ſowith me. By nature I am the ſame. If there is 
any difference thy grace hath made it. Lord, keep me in 


thy right way, and take all the glory to thyſelf. 


| « Wedneſday, 
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God may, amid che waſte of time an dead, 
leave, here and there, an old Diſciple, i in the 


2. T hat his own glory may be advanced. 


-} 


The Prophet, ſpeaking of the gentiles, in re- 
ference to 1 times, ſays, © thou ſhalt be a 
e crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a 
&© royal diadem in the hand of thy God.” F The 
ſun, - moon, the ſtars, the works of God, all 
_ him in every part of his vaſt dominion. 

hey all tend to raiſe our eeitepyions 2 God, 


1. Wedneſday.. Bleſſed be God fora a few pio 1 K us eden 
** ance. with whom I have been converſin hey are great · 
«< ly helpful with regard even to worldly 8, - ae . 
e have been e this evening. 1 25 

* faithful! 
Friday. I could not meet my Friends PEP DE? 2 yet 
© my heart was there more than were I was, I hope this is 
©. 2 token to me for good. 

«© Monday and Tueſday. Viſited ſome Friends this even- 
40 ing with whom, I — I was edified. But I may ſay 
* much'on the contrary where I was conſtrained to go laſt 
„night, Lord, lay not this fin to my charge. Thou, wha 
% knoweſt all thin knoweſt that my heart did not conſent 
* to ſuch triflin Poliſh things as were the ſubject of con- 
« yverſation. Oh! * me 8 "hs; in all places, and at "= 
t times, as becomes a chr | 
A Wedneſday, Lord, = 4's am incumbered about man 
* things. The one thing needfal too much ns. ! 
« was abſent from my piqus praying Friends this evenin 
« with whom I wiſhe to have been. My heart was wi 
„% them I hope I was not forgotten by them at the throne 
«9g 1 I found a longing after communion with 
God and Chriſt, and their pious converſation. : 

«« Tueſday. Met my chriſtian Friends as uſual, and was 
* much comforted by being enabled to pray with and fon 
one Aaron Lord, 17 _ mn and erh and may 
** we be ripening apace for the heavenly world, w we 
f* ſhall enjoy thy en to all eternity 1 10 


_ + Ifaiah Ixii. 3. 
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r | 
and to fill the ſoul with a ſenſe and apprehenſion 
of his 222 and glory. But an od Diſciple 
ſtands amongſt his works in this part of his 
creation, and reflects his glory, and that of the 

divine Redeemer, the moſt. Although no man 
hath ſeen or canſee God, he hath not left him- 
ſelf without witneſs. Every good man, whether 
he dwells in a palace or a cottage, is a ſyſtem 
of himſelf—he holds forth to the view and admi- 
ration of the world, the natural and moral attri- 
butes of God—and reflects thoſe perfections of 
the divine nature, in particular, in which fallen 
men have the moſt immediate concern, and which 
could not be diſplayed in the formation or = 
ſervation of this material ſyſtem.” An old Diſ- 
ciple is a monument raiſed to the boundleſs grace 
and compaſſion of God through Chriſt, The 
pious (to uſe St. Paul's expreſſion) © are to the 
e praiſe of the glory of his grace” *—and ſpeak- 
ing of the fruits of righteouſneſs which they 
bear, he ſays, © they are by Jeſus Chriſt, to the 
ce praiſe and glory of God.” + They receive, and 
reflect, © the light of the knowledge of the glory 
cc of God as it ſhines.in the face of Jeſus Chriſt,” 
He who is brought-into the henourable and happy 
ſtate of diſcipleſhip to Chriſt, entertains high and 
exalted ideas of his God—his pureſt and beſtaffec- 
tions are, thro* grace, fixed upon him—and it is 
his warm. wiſh and fervent prayer that Chriſt may 
be received, and God glorified by all, and have a 
throne in every heart. The Prophet, ſpeaking of 
the people of God, ſays, they ſhall be as the 
ce ſtones of a crown.” | As the crown, and the 
ſtones which enrich and adorn it, direct the eyes 


* Eph. i. 6. + Phil. i. 2, 1 & Cor. iy. 6. 
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of ſurrounding ſpectators to tie Prince; ſu de 
the pious among men, whilſt their own thoyghts 
and affections are fixed uppn God and Chrift, di- 
rect the thoughts and affections of others tot: 
An ald Diſciple will fpeak for his God; and i 
will be his pleafure to tell of his wonderfu 
rorks, and to celebrate his praiſe. He will en- 

eavour to vindicate the ways of God to men, 
and to wipe off every aſp ran that is caſt upon 
Jul or his croſs. He conceives of every in- 
ignity offered to God, to Feſus, and religion, 
as an indignity offered to himſelf; and he ſeems 


* 


- _ to ſhare the honour that is done to either. An 


old Diſciple, in faithfulneſs to his covenant en- 
fagemenge will have the glory of God, and the 
onour of Chriſt, in view—for this he wilt breathe 
and live—this he will conceive of as, by far, the 
moſt important end of his being—and his fervent 
ayer to his God will be, that he may never loſe 
Bs ht of it, living, dying, or in any fcene through 
which he may he called to paſs. Upon the heart 
of an old Diſciple this injunction is written, 
let your light fo ſhine before men that they, 
&« ſeeing your good works, may glorify your 
« Father who is in heaven” *—and that of the 
Apoſtle, built on the circumſtance of belevers 
being bought with a price, © therefore glorify 
, © God, in your body, and ſpirit, which are 
« God's.” 1 We may ſay with reſpect to every 
old diſciple, and the whole believing work | 
« the Lond hath redeemed Jacob, and glorified 
« himſelf in Iſrael . e 
God may leave, here and there, an old Diſ- 
ciple in this dangerous, hoftile world, that they 
may reflect an honour on himſelf as keeping them 


Mat. v. 16, ＋ 1 Cor. vi. 20. 


« by 


* * C 8 7 / « q 
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i by his almighty power, through faith, unto-ak- 


« vation; and be an e ent to otheß 
to ſeek the favour of ſuch a powerful and gracl- 


ous friend, and to truſt his guidance, arm, und 
protection. They may be deſigned, in as 
ſtanding proofs that thoſe who are born of G0 

te ſhall never periſh, and that none ſhall plueł 


« them out of the Father's hand.” A long life 


s a large field for temptations, trials, and 


numberleſs afflictions; and our heavenly Father 


may have willed the ſtay of ſome old Diſciples, 
that his own goodneſs, power, and faithfulneſs 
may be diſplayed in their perſeverance, ſupport, 
— comfort —in their repeated victories over fin 
and Satan — in the prevailing calmneſs and ſe- 
renity of their ſpirits and in the amazing degree 


in which cop 7s up againſt a world fo full of 
this. 


trouble as An old Diſciple, beſides con- 
necting the paſt age with the preſent, and hand- 
ing down the dealings of God, old truth and old 
religion together; is a ſtanding proof that there 
is an arm that upholds and guards the pigus— 


that they are not left to droop, to fink, to periſh 


Qu 


that as their day is, ſo ſhall their ſtre 
„ be.” When, therefore, O Chriſtian ! 
e Jlookeſt forward into future life—haſt in view 
« ſome approaching trial, ſome loſs thou art 
« likely to ſuſtain, or ſome affliction thou canſt 
<< not efcape—do not deſpair—let' not thy coy- 
« rage fail. The God thou ſerveſt is an un- 
e changeable God; and his conduct to each 

« venerable faint, is a ſample of his conduct to 
* thee. Cheriſh not that worſt enemy to a chrif- 
<*< tian's comfort, unbelief. Through what ſcenes 
- © canſt thou expect to paſs, through which this 
e and the other old Diſciple have not been car- 


<« ried with :afety and comfort? Whatever thy 


== Wants, 


„l | 

& wants, cares, fears, difficulties, diſcourage- 
ments are, caſt them all on God - be found in 
the way of duty —and thy language will be, in 
„ hoary age, I have been young but now am 
old, yet have I not ſeen the righteous for- 
* ſaken, nor hath God forſaken me. This 
| age, no leſs honourable to the truth and 
faithfulneſs of God, than replete with encou- 
ragement to the believing world, is the lan- 
guage of every old Diſciple. 


Cod may, amidſt the waſte of time and death, 
leave, here and there, an old Diſciple, in the 


3. And laſt place, that their own graces ma 
be improved, and their future felicity enhanced, 


The wiſe and gracious Head of the church is 
Prey acquainted with the ſtate of all its mem- 
rs, and is purſuing a plan which Heaven and 
Earth will ſee reaſon to admire. The death of a 
Diſciple is not a caſual event. The time, and 
place, of his departure, his heavenly Father wiſe- 
y and graciouſly appoints. He who determines 
the revolution of day and night, determines alſo - 
when a Diſciple's day of life ſhall cloſe, and his 
night of death commence. If © not a ſparrow 
« falls to the ground without our heavenly 
« Father,” ſball the excellent of the earth—the 
children of the covenant the favourites of 
heaven, fall without him? It cannot be. That 
\ Diſciple, whoſe ſtay upon earth He prolongs, 
may have ſome remaining droſs to be purged 
away— ſome favourite ſin to be mortified—or 


j * 


5 


» Pſalm xxxyii. 285. 


ſome 


I 3 1 . 
„„ 

ſome grace (that, perhaps, of faith, of weanedneſs | 
from this world, of patience, or of truſt in 

to be improved. He whoſe preſence makes 
heaven, beſt knows what is requiſite in order to 

e in its employments, and reliſh its bliſs: 

and ſome old Diſciple may be left, that what ies 
yet wanting may be ſupplied, and that he may 
enter heaven with greater advantage. There 
may be yet ſome trying ſcenes to be paſſed 
through, which may be the means of © working 

« out for him a far more exceeding and etern 
c weight of glory.“ It may, then, be for the 
Diſciple's own good no leſs than for the good of 
others, and the glory of his God, that his ſtay 
upon earth is prolonged. © r 


For theſe reaſons, honourable to God, and 
happy for the world, we find, here and there, an 
old Diſciple. 


And ſuch was he whoſe death we this day la- 
ment, Though not ſo old, perhaps, as à , 
as Mnaſon was, I have not a doubt that he was 
older as a Diſciple. The late Mr. Joun Mupor 
hath been, for almoſt 40 years, an ornamental 
member of this church. He was choſen a Deacon 
when the church was under the paſtoral care of 
my worthy predeceſſor the Rev. William Gordon; 

in which office he hath acted with exemplary zeal 
and faithfylneſs, and done much to endear him 
to many. Oh ! may the great Head of the church 
fill up the vacancies which death is making, with 
others of equal wiſdom, piety, and zeal! 
Our departed Friend, by whoſe death the once 
happy Partner of his life his dear Children—his 
Acquaintance— this Church—and I myſe}f, have 


eg Cor. ir. 17. 


ſuſtained 


( 


| 2 51 ut there is 1277 55 he diſcovered more 


ORE 


2 ſo Set 2 loſs, was poſſeſſed of no very 


on ſhare of genius, which he improved. 
muc migch reaing and by the converſation of | 
which he ſtudiouſly ug. Some 


5/20 ute and goo 
Fa . he publiſhed ; and amongſt e 


there are 4 — on very important ſu 
eh he ſeems, , in ſomè part or other of is 5s 
to rg deſigned for the preſs. 


us and ſpirit of the goſpel. I am 
at, Ethel; ; times, there are but few lives ſo 
full 18 thoughtfulneſs, devotion, and piety as his 


His ig bee, belonged to the eſtabliſhed ch, 
100 there he attended in the early part of life. 
On his admiſſion into this church, he put into 


dus händs of the late W- his rea- 


fors for his ſeparation, *. 


E - ; 5 
£4 , & : 1 
«SL When 


— 


yr" L. Day. Aug. rn this. + Linas this Gyen- 
2 ang 45 by Be. fant 's church & thep 
— net Be ol the c whe of Chrift, that I 


into a divine likenéſs to Mink, who is my 
— — n e us my Rede mer. n ap the Providener 
4 72 r 2 way plain (ich e to "Thar 

ent before my face 

8 Falten . hoping _ would revive is work 

2 Chriſt and his ories, as Prophet, Prieſt 
72 King, — again — ted 16 the faith of Chrit- 
confident, that unleſs Chriſt be thus ſot 


— 


9 5 444 1 ak ned and . 2 0 
E — ls ba the prope vod for their ſouls. 1 
be the prope * art uſdully Fg (rin 
42 n. Fr tome tp in life 


% flow. In matters of religion, F I ſhall call no man 
«« Maſter upon earth, 50 K. fo hpi think contrary to 
* the oracles. The Church hath but one Head, and 


e that is Chrin and the ficred oracles" aue the only fthn- 


45 dard of truth to which: all things of a religious nature 
© to 8 brought; all doctrines tried; all our actions mo 


" led and directed; and by which F hope to be judge, 1 


IC 
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thou haſt been pleaſed to affect my ſoul at firſt with 
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N ben the firſt deep and ferious impreſfions- 
were made upon him, does not appear; but in 
thoſe papers which he entitles, An Account of the 
Dealings of God, in the way of his Providence and 
Grace, towards the unworthieff of . bis | Servants, - 
which was begun on his Birth-day, when he was 
30 years of age, there is that knowledge of di- 
vine truth that deep ſenſe of divine things 
and that experience in the ways of God and re- 
ligion diſcovered, as makes it exceedingly pro- 
bable that he was brought early to God, and 
therefore, eminently, an old Diſciple. -. 
The annual return of his Birth-day * was at- 
tended with cloſe 2 ITT gratitude to 


i herein I {eek not my own will but thine. By this miniſtry, 


many 
«« ſexious impreſſions from time to time, and haſt ſince con- 
<« firmed and ſtrengthened me in thy ways. By this, as an in- 
e ſtrament, I firſt drew 2822 breath, and by this alſo 
< hath the divine Life maintained, Bleſſed be thy 
„ name that the ſound of ſalvation reached me any where; 
that the goſpel was proclaimed in my ears; and that I, 
© who by nature was off, am brought nigh by the blood 
f Chriſt. Le is 0 thy free moncy 3 me 3 kann ariem, | 
„er long as lite remains, III give the 
glory.“ | | - Sur : Ve 1 


—4⁴ Jaly 255 1739. This day is che annual return of the 
* day of my birth, to be remembered by me with a mixture 


of joy and ſorrow. Thirty years of time are now rolled 


« away, and but & very few of them have been devoted in 
" ls thankfulneſs to God and Chriſt, to whoſe 


Providence and Grace I have been early indebted for the 


« ſupplies of the natural and the ſpiritual life. Lord, par- 
don the fins of my youth, and the i itude of my riper 
„years: waſh me in the blood of Jeſus: create me anew: 
and let my future life be devoted to thy fear, to the con- 


1 cerns of an awful eternity, and the intereſt of mine im- 
1% mortal ſoul. Goodneſs and mercy have followed me all 


my days, and I can trace ſome footſteps of divine condutt - 


from 


— 
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God, and renewed acts of ſelf-dedication. The 


cloſe of one year, and the beginning of another, 
e N 85 were 


66 from early life which, I truſt, have made ſome laſting im- 
* preflions upon my mind, and given me ſome living hopes 
& of God's future fayour. A'gloomy cloud lately hung over 
% me: but God hath rolled it away, A divine hand re- 
% markably'appeared. I now ſee that my heavenly Father 
« deſigned this, ſeemingly, croſs providence, for my more 
On ſituation in life, which I have fince experi- 
© enced. yo 
“ Oh! how unſpeakable are thy mercies ! How great th 
« goodneſs to me, O my God! In numberleſs ſeen, — 
* unſeen dangers, haſt thou been my Saviour and Deliverer. 
C Thou haſt been a wall of fire round abput me, and haf 
& a the ſtrongeſt aſſurances that thou wilt be my ever- 
4 laſting glory. But, oh! how contracted is my affection 
< to thee. Lord, draw out my heart in holy breathings af, 
ve ter thee. Be thou the ſupreme — of my heart. Give 
#* me a tongue tuned for divine praiſe; and gently touch 
s the ſprings of mine affections, to love thee as thou haſt 
„loved me. How wide and extenſive thy mercy ! How in- 
** numerable thy thoughts of love! My daily wants have 
«© been ſupplied by thee, and thy grace and mercy have 
1 daily reproved my diſtruſt. My ungrateful memory hath 
«been ſlow to retain, and my ſoul till leſs thankful for the 
e favours and mercies of my God. No day, no hour, no 
„ minute, but hath been filled with the divine benignity ; 
and hath been a witneſs alfo of mine ingratitude. Alas! 
% what inſenſiblity governs my heart! How great my guilt! 
« Oh! cancel it by the blood of a crucified Redeemer; and 
* let me from the very moment I make this confeſſion of 
«© my guilt, ſet up a memorial to thy goodneſs, faithfulneſs, 
«and truth. 7 S 
«Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within me 
4 bleſs his holy name. Let me exiſt no longer than I adore 
4 and love the. | | 
„July 27, 1740. This is the return of the day of my 
* birth, and I may truly ſay, with much more propriety 
than it was firſt ſaid, ** few and evil have the days of the 
years of my life been.“ Oh ! how many mercies have 1 
received, ſpiritual and temporal; and yet, alas! how un- 
4 profitable have I been. Lord, pardon my unfruitfulneſs, 
sand enter not into judgment with me. Help me to live 
** more to thine honour and glory this year, if thou art 
Gt | 8 | ** pleaſed 
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were ſeaſons employed by him the ſame way. + 
The return of — 90 days was not ſuffered to paſs 
without ſuitable reflections on thoſe events b 


E 2 | which 


j 


© neſs. 


« Great is thy love and large thy grace 

„ Through the — tx of —4 ſon: 

4 O turn my. feet from ſinful ways 
„And pardon what my hands have done. 


1.“ Wedneſday, Dec. 31, The laſt day of another year, 
« If it were to be my laſt day, what an account could I give to 
„my Heavenly Father of an improvement anſwerable to the 
* time and talents given me? Enter not into judgment with 
thy ſervant, O Lord! My works have not been filled up 
«© — many empty ſpaces are there in my time and duties 
too much ſpiritual ſloth and indolence— too much laſſi- 
„ tude and wearineſs in the performance of ſecret duties, as 
well as thoſe which were more public. Much, very much, 
is amiſs in my ſoul. Lord, rectify every diſorder. I may 
„ truly ſay-with an holy Man, who had not ſo much reaſon 
das I have, little is gained for my ſoul, though much 
„ mercy hath been received: many talents not traded with 
« aright,” It is the blood of Chriſt muſt ſet all ſtrajght 
* between me and my God. Lord, here I apply for * 
and grace. The blood of Jeſus cleanſeth from all fin : 
*« and here do I reſt my guilty ſoul. Ry 

« Thurſday, Jan. 1. Oh! how unſpeakable is the good- 


he pleaſed to ſpare me. "I know thou art plenteous in good- 


b 


© neſsof God in ſparing me to ſee the light of another day, 


and the beginning of another year. Oh! that that life 
* he hath been pleaſed to ſpare may be devoted to his fear. 
© Since thou, O Lord, haſt not cut me down as a cumberer 
of ay ground, ſpare me this year alſo, and dig about me- 
and dung me, that I may bring forth much fruit. If I 
* am one of thy children, planted in thy houſe, I ſhall grow 
and thrive. HOT 

This new year's day is, I truſt, the beſt I ever ſaw. My 
© heart is filled with love to God and thankfulneſs'to my 
© dear Redeemer. Moft heartily doI renew the folemn dedi- 


cation of myſelf to him which I have often made in the ſe- 


** cret retirement of my ſoul; and if I have ever done it as 1 

** ought, Lord, I defire now to do it. Help me by thy grace 

to make a ſurrender of my ſoul, my all, to thee, in the 
' 66 bond 


cr Paſſion Sunday but, alas 


bs ho J * 
Lon 
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which they were diſtinguiſhed. 4 God's provi- 


dential dealings with the nation at large 007 


© bond of * everlaſting covenant through the merits of a 


* crueiſied Saviour. Give me a new heart, new life, new 


* love, new joy, new vigour, new reſolutions and defires, 


„ wholly aiming at thy glory, mine own and others good ; 


then it will be a happy new year indeed.” 


t ©* Lord's Day, March 15. This is called by the Church 
! how little of the Redeemer's 
4 ſorrows is felt by many who pretend to honour this time. 
« Lord, may I experience every week to be a kind of Paſſion 
Week in mourning over my fins that nailed thee to the 
«* croſs. Oh! that my ſoul may be really affected with the 
«« benefits of thy death and paſſion, E 
* Friday, May 1. The pleaſant time of the year, when 
* all things look fair and flouriſhing. Oh! that it were ſo 
« with my ſoul. Lord, make it like a watered garden, that 
« fruits of grace may appear to myſelf and others: then 1 


| « ſhall be as one planted in the houſe of the Lord, and 


« bring forth fruit in old age, to ſhew that the Lord is 

« and juſt.” Went to Stepney to hear the Rev. Mr. 
1H — 4d. He preached upon theſe words, Thy own 
«Friend, and thy Father's Friend, forfake thou not.” 
Lord, I hope thou art my Parents' God. They gave me 
up to thee. Oh! that neither of us may forſake thee !” 


$ The 26th of December, 1739: — pts Froſt; a 
4 time much to be remembered. he God of nature diſ-. 


_ = his Almighty Power, that men might fear before 
44 Hi 


m. He ſpeaks, and all nature obeys. He bids the 
4% glorious Luminary of Heaven cut ſhort its appointed race; 
« and, lo! the cheriſhing influences thereof are gone: na- 
« ture ſmiles no more: the gloomy night of winter appears, 


- «and dreadful cold begins to ſeize us ; ſhakes our tottering 


< conſtitutions ; and freezes up our vital ſpirits. The waters 
« begin to glide but ſlowly down their uſual channels, and 
40 fen as Ny paſs, till at length they congeal, and make 
<< one ponderous maſs. To what 45 hall this wonderous 
4 change of nature be aſcribed, but to the Omnipotent je- 
6c Nov, © who holds the winds in his fiſts, and cafteth forth 
« his ice like morſels, and ſcattereth the hoar- froſt like 


«6 aſhes.” 


or My 


[ 37 ] 


thoſe who were within the circle of his acquaines 


nce *—and more eſpecially with himſelf i were 
My fe bu exten bom” cave acct 
* ſeaſon ; and ma Lact fp thee 2 1 nd ene 


«an ? How cold is my heart! How lifeleſs wy — 
« as if all her active powers were frozen up, and rendered 


<« incapable of loving and adoring the author of my being, 


yon - 


« andthe fountain of my happineſs! Ariſe, - thes Sun of 


4 Righteouſneſs, and ſhine upon my ſoul— warm my heart 


6 with thy celeſtial fire—ſhed abroad thy love in my ſoul» 
« and malt mine icy heart, that it may be ſuſceptible, of 


« divine impreſſions. Let not the vital flame be quite ex» 
« tint, Pour in the oyl of grace and holineſs, of joy and 


ladneſs : and add more and mare ſacred fuel to this 
„ Son fire, that it may engage mine heart more to thee, 
« and draw out my warmeſt ions after thee ; that it 


% may enkindle ſuch a flame of heavenly love in my an . 


« as be increaſing to all eternity ! 
«« Great diſtreſs was very viſible among the Poor 
% the inclemency of the ſeaſon. In what an ahject ſtate 
« they Gs in almoſt every ſtreet Here we may obſerve 
0 


66 22 * want of them. Oh !. that 3 
4 the happy effect of the preſent viſitation. Many a mild 
« and favourable winter hath run its uſual round until it 
became common, and then was dif! ; like che 
«« glorious Sun that ſheds its light and life upon us, whilſt 
« we are but little affected with the bleſſing. During this 
40 * God wy pleaſed to open the hearts of the Rick to 
generoas ſup iy of the Poor's necatity.. May God be 

« ol orified, and 2 Pod enabled yo be.ceobe oh 1 
ow gracious hath my heavenly Father been to me! I 

c have a competency of — of his Providence: food. 
« to eat: raiment to cover me from the extremity of 


<«« ſeaſon: and fire to warm and cheriſh me. Bleſſed be thy 


«< name, that goodneſs and 


have followed me all my 
« days. Oh! that I may live 


. On with m 
e teſtimony to the fa 
00 e 


% Tueſday, Februaty 10. This day a particular ac. 
<< quaintance of mine was married. I — partic a. 


* firſt 


N 
2 by him with the greateſt attention, and 
vith an heart - felt concern that he 3 | 


4 firſt married to Chriſt. Oh! that they may have the 
s bleſſing of God with them to make the married ſtate com- 
% fortable and happy! 4 f f 
L. Day, July 26. I was much diſcompoſed this even- 
ing, at the veſtry, by the indiſpoſition of a Friend who 
was taken with a violent fit, which continued near an 
s hour and half. Lord, teach him, and me, to ſee how frail 
our condition is. Help us ſo to number our days, that 
* we may apply our hearty unto wiſdom.” This diſorder 
of body is a fit emblem of a troubled conſcience, ſtung 
with the wrath of God, under a feeling ſenſe of fin and 
<< gailt, full of various agitations and motions till God is 
« pleaſed to ſhew mercy, and to apply the blood of Chriſt, 
« which alone can aſſwage its pie and give it comfort. 
« Monday, Aug. 3. God 1s bleſſing me day by day with 
4 continued health and ſtrength, whilſt many lie on beds of 
% Janguiſhing, and others are going down to the chambers 
of the grave. O Lord, why am I ſpared, except it be be- 
«cauſe thou wilt be good to the moiſt unthankſul and unho- 
« ly? Oh! let thy goodneſs lead me daily to repentance ! 
«« Viſited one of my dear Friends who is ill of a fever. 
« Lord, ſpeak the word and thy ſervant ſhall be healed.” 
« Let this viſitation be a means to wean his ſoul from the 
« world and fin, and bring him nearer to Chriſt, to heaven, 
tc and glory. Amen. 80 
„ Thurſday. Viſited my dear Friend again, whoſe illneſs 
4 increaſes, and I apprehend he will not recover. Lord, 
1 ſpare him if it be thy will. Reconcile us to this awful 
* Rfoenſation, and may this be a means of fixing our ſouls 
ce = * os the joys of the heavenly ſtate and world 
« Tueſday, Aug. 11. Went to ſee my Friend Ed——ds, 
te but was not itted, he being worſe. Lord, I fear I 
4 ſhall not converſe with him any more on this ſide eternity. 
« Oh! that he may have a ſtedfaſt faith in that Redeemer - 
«© who hath begun the good work in his ſoul. This will 
| © carry him through the gloomy vale with comfort, and 
« bring him ſafely into the joy of his Lord. | | 
en Furſday, Viſited my dear Friend again, whom I 
« found upon the confines of the grave. He ſeemed ftretch- 
a ing for immortality, and I found him, whilſt he had the 
0 uſe of reaſon, looking up to his Father God for that aſ- 
4 fiſtance ſuch an awful moment required. My ſoul was 


'. much 


4. 
* 
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ſtand their voice, fall in- with the defigris of 
God in them, and be inſtructed and profited by 


„much affected at the awful, yet charming, ſight of a'dying 
«*« chriſtian. I could ſcarce bear it, though joy was min Jed 
% with ſorrow. I thought I could have been content to have 
cc gone with him, if it had been the will of my heavenly 
Father: however, I hope, when that time comes, has - 
Spirit will congratulate mine on its arrival on the heaven- 
ly ſhore, where we ſhall unitedly adore before the throne 
« of God, About an hour or two after I left him, his ſoul 
#* took its flight, Dn GRE ang? ; 


„Farewell, dear Soul, a ſhort farewell, 
„We ſhall rejoice to meet abe 

In that bright world where pleaſures dwell, 

And all our work be praiſe and love. 


46% Thus, for a while, I have loſt a good Friend, a kind, and 
„ chriſtjan.companion : but my loſs is his gain; for to 
* him to live was Chriſt.” What is this life compared to that 
. #* he now enjoys? Fulneſs of joy: never ending pleaſures, 
His ſoul exults in the arms of Jeſus, whoſe love he de- 
*© lighted to think and ſpeak of here. His faith now is 
changed for fight——his hope, for enjoyment——and his 
F< affections center in him who is an unchangeable and ſoul- 
« ſatisfyi g good. ——By this awful 8 God hath 
** ſeparated one of the few (with whom I moſt frequently 
* converſe) from us, Who amongſt us is to be the next he 
only knows, Lord, let this teach us the great leſſon of 
* watchfulneſs, that we may be ready whenever thou ſhalt 
** ſend the ſummons. Help us ſo to live, that it may be no 
«© matter of uncertainty to us into which world we are to 
enter, and with whom we are to dwell for an eternity. 

« Monday, Auguſt 17. On this evening my dear Friend 
** was buried. Little did I once think mine eyes would have 
«© beheld him ſo ſoon an object of mortality, and the food of 
% worms. But herein my heavenly Father ou me a leſſon 
of inſtruction, that the — of youth is no match for 
death, the King of Terrors. Death, and the grave, are 
10 part of the curſe juſtly pronounced on man his ſin 
*« againſt God. But, bleſſed be God, the ſting is taken out 
* by Chriſt, and the grave is become a perfumed bed to all 
6 who live and die in him. The grave ſhall not hold the 
** duſt of his people any longer than he pleaſeth. At the 
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them. The ſabbaths $ of our departed: Fri 

were days diſtinguiſhed for recollection—ſe 

7 Mos | v Con 
2 morning. of the Reſurrection, ſhall the ſcattered particles 
* be gathered together, and body and ſoul ſhall * cg 
„ happy in the enjoyment of him who is their chief delight. 
Abus does my heart rejoice in the pleaſing thought of 
W my dear Friend, not only in. the happy ſeparate 
b ſtate df ſouls, but in perfection at the reſurrection of the 
in. In the mean time I now take mine awful leave, 


© T leave thee to thy reſt: | 
„Dear Soul, enjoy thy God, : 
Till we from bands of clay releas'd 
Spring out, and climb the ſtarry road. 


% Auguft, 1739. Now being ſettled in the ſtation di- 
£ vine goodneſs placed me, I have many pleaſurable oppor- 
tunitzes of reflecting on the advantage of not having all 
UN my time expended in the neceſſary avocations of life, and 
* j labouring for the meat which periſheth, God having 
„ liberally indulged me with many hours of happy freedom. 
- * How am I herein favoured! Many better, much better 
„ than myſelf, labour hard the whole natural day and more 
o ſupport their dying bodies. But if thy ſhould get 
„ Hearer heaven, in a ſuitable preparedneſs, Im ons hour in 
„day than I do in fix or ſeven, how will this upbraid 
ve mine inactivity and ſloth ! Should they be more zealous, 
more holy, more devout, and attain to greater knowledge 
in divine things — be more humble, more meek, more 
tient and more reſigned to their heavenly Father than 7, 
* with all the advantages I enjoy, it would be a great ag- 
„ pravation of my guilt. Theſe hours were not given to 
4 me. to ſurfeit upon the enjoyments, to ſtrut and wanton, 
in the pride and yanity of life, No, but much on the 
n edntrary: to make God and Chriſt the ſupreme objects of 
* my love, my meditation and delight——to lay out myſelf 
to advance the glory of Chriſt's kingdom to do the 
** utmoſt good I am capable of in my ſtation to converſe 
« much with heaven——to ennure myſelf to the ſtudy of 
the employments, and pleaſures of that ſtate, that when 1 
„ come to launch out of time into eternity, it may be no 
matter of uncertainty with me which ſtate will be my — | 
** tion, and that I may have an _—_ 5 
wes 5 . : * 1 » - 46 | y 
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; | * y meditation. and | 3 ev! tio 2 | 
I fear there are, in theſe times, but ns _ 
TTT 
houſe of God, that great good might be gained by 
| . F attendance 
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„ie az e et nh ben 
« dantly into the heavenly world. If I do not employ my 
«« hours of leiſure to ſuc * pens the mean 
«« creature in all the creation of | have anſwered the 
end of its being much better than I. Every ſhrimp and 
«« oyſter, and every grain of corn will have filled up ãts place 
in the rank of beings with more propriety than I ſhall 
“have done. O, my God teach me to make a proper; uſe 

«« of every moment of that time thou haſt given me. Make 
my heart the ſeat of prayer and holy meditation. Even 
« at, this diſtance I would be going off from earth, and 


« [learning the of the upper world. My time, and 

« all my ——— may they be devoted to thee? 

«© My concernment does not lie in the triſles of tima nd 

«« ſenſe, or in earthly honours or friendſhipa, but in the en- 

« Ee of thy favour, which is better than life, and thy 

loving kindneſs, which gives a. fiyeetneſs to all enjoy-  - 

% ments. I now again b IR to devote my time, 

* my Rs AY AT „to thee, to whom they 

« are all due. In thee is all my joy ; nor would I ſell, nor 

„ exchange, thy love for all the treaſures of the Indian 

„ ſhore, I appeal to thee, my God, who knoweſt all things; 

«< that I deſire none but thee. The moſt endeared affection, 

* without thee, is empty of ſubſtantial jo7ßx.. 

— 121. een eee e 
The ſoul can hold no more, for God is all. 
He only equals its capacious graſp ... 


5 Lord's Day, Jan. 11. Spent this day in religious 
« exerciſes in the cloſet and in the houſe of God. Lord, 
«« pardon the ſins of my moſt holy duties. God hath been 
« gracious to me this week, and kept me in a ſteady de- 
«« pendance on himſelf. Oh that I may grow in grace, and 
a Rad much of his preſence the week enſuing! 8 
— © Spent this day in religious exereiſes - found my 
t heart warmed with the love of God in the goſpel. Oh! 
<« that this day may add one „ ſtature; 
and that, whi | am bedolding in the glaſs of the 
the glory of the Lord, I may be changed from 
' N 9114 * TOY * * 5 cad 4 4 oc God. 
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— OE TEAR 0 
os, dener and devout Fraime of foul; of which he 
| e 


— God hath. indulged me with another ſabbath on 
ak; Oh l chat it maz — ty. hn 8 

. ſubbath in heaven! I I'gained greater K. | 
God and Qhrift, and greater 3 my 
«-rhis/'day; than ever. Lord, it may be fd Mey 
* thy ſpirit awaken me 20 3 nartow in{peRtion imo wy 
"onde on the ſolemn day of humiliation that is ia appro: 
„ that L hg fee my oum guile, and be wu ambled 
a ſenſe of it. 
— What u bleug it is-to have the vent _ 
«of ſbbarts,/0d foe the perl nx a diſtance, v e gd 
te to converſe with God Lord, have I converſess in i 
* ir have I only faueied that I have been with thee? Oh 
93933 in mine after eonduR with more plain- 
*-nefs'to _—_— and others! 
— © Have had this ſabbath many feruples in my mind 
4% have been reſtruined from the dve ſeoncelt 
of my on judgment. and eee ged of God to give direc- 
tion. Attended che duties of the day, 2 much 

*©hedvindſs. - Lord, who ſis uffeient for cheſe hinge 7 Let 
*:thy igruce be ſuſficient, we.” Homble me under a ſenſe of 
my many inſrmities and «Hove in duty, and lead 
timed that blood that clean ſeth me from-all-fin. Amen. 
— This. is the dey which the Lerd hath' Gade: Twill 
* rejoice and be 32 therein. God hath me comfort: 
* able hope, thro! this day, 22 Was buried with 
«« Chriſt in his death, and am Had him to hewneſs o 
« life. Oh! may I « ſet my affections on things above, an 
"eo he de rel end i f. nc may f b. 
to the wor t to and 
& hid with Chriſt, -&c N *. | 
——— el the return of another ſab - i 
bath. Oh! that my beart was truly affectod · with it! It 
4 jg 4 privilege and -blefing to draw near to God 48-6 re: 
9 1 . r 3 
8. may not deteive my n the 8 
5 ring 7 of he day Kaye — 
w enched on 2 nager - 
1 W plaſl 0 rfrt | A 
I have, 2 


ee but not Tr - ] 7 ear 
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Bing 
F 2 
<« was not lively, nor carried out after ] 
* your of defire which it 7 Oh ! that I could ſay by 
me 


<6 happy e 
cs thou 


* . 
m ; . m 
« . 


T% * 


« ledge my fault. A ſpirit of curioſity led me there to hear 
« a perſon * in the church. Therefore I gained 
n ing. Oh! revi 

< The harveſt there is great, but faithful labourers are but 
«© few, Was inſtructed and comforted this afternoon. by 
«a ſcriptural ſermon on theſe words, in whom we 
«© have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveneſs 
« of fins. help me to retain the ſubſtance thereof, 
„and apply it to my ſoul! TOE” £179; 

fe this day refreſhed with the comforts bf the 


5 — 40 
4% laſt 5 ſupplications at the throne of „ Attend= 
ed to the ſecret and d found 


blic duties of the day, 
« God was with me. A 0 
Mauch comforted this day by the word and ſpirit of 
„ God. The expoſition and ſermon were both applicable 
« to-my caſe: the one ſetting forth the day of grace; the 
« other the glories of the R „ his office as the | 
4 Phyſician of ſouls, and his readineſs to heal and fave us. 
—— This hath been a day ſacred to divine love in- 
« deed. My heart hath been much with God in ſecret and 
< public duties. Ohl how precious is Chriſt to my ſoul !? 
«a Hor hath his Miniſter diſplayed his love in diſcourſing 
on that text, I come not to call the righteous, but fin- 
„ ners to repentance.” I find myſelf a finner, and the 
chief of them. O, my Saviour! let thy goodneſs lead me, 
and thy Spirit incline me to repentance. + 
“ Found my heart little affected with the ſermon 
te this morning. Indeed it was not ſo ſpiritual a diſcourſe 
. run 
oc in eorru . * is . ut, 
hy bleſſed be God, -his word — its entrance with abun- 
«« dant-fweetneſs the after part of -this day. I found ĩt be- 
T pane an 1 — on comforting word. 
22 8 4. dl 1 divi 
2 Frace, will be the bleſſed effect.“ N f 


ve thy work in the Eſtabliſhed Church. 
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2 vaſt importance of à cht and ub, 

ſenſe of divine things upon his foul *: How his 


* . 


common time was ſpent—what reliſh for divine 


| . ö 2 . things, 

1*. 4, Friday. My heart bath not been wich God and 
« Chriſt theſe two or three days ſo much as I could wiſh. 
Heard a ſermon at St. M=——y B-——y Church, but was 
little benefited, becauſe Chriſt was not diſplayed: in any 


« know thee—draw me, and I ſhall run after thee — 
% quicken me that I may call upon thy name, and find him 
„hom my ſoul loveth. _- n 

„ Sgturday. I truſt I have been enabled to walk as in 
*« the preſence of God the week paſt : but am conſcious of 
„many fins and defects: Lord, humble me under a ſenſe 
« of them. f i ah GALL 5 

© Tueſday. Obſerved that God is viſiting many around 
% me with fevers and illneſs of one kind and another, but 


is pleaſed to preſerve our family in health. Not unto me, 


* not unto me, O Lord, but to thy great name be the praiſe 
and glory. That life which thou ſpareſt ſhall, by thy 
« grace, be devoted to thy fear, and ſpent in thy ſervice. - 
©. Good- Friday. The awful time of my Lord's cruci- 


_ * fixion. | Have I laid my ſins at the foot of thy croſs? If I 


1% have never yet done it, Lord, help me now to do it! 
* Give me faith to believe in thee, and view ches as dyin 

* for my ſins, that I might not ſuffer for them. Lord, 
believe; help mine unbelief. Let me find redemption in 
*« thy blood, and at laſt be admitted into heaven, pur- 


' « chaſe of it. * 
_ 4 Tueſday, March 31, 1740. Went this afternoon to 


hear my dear Friend, Mr. W -d, in company with two 
*« of my intimate friends. Was much comforted at the 
4 2 of ſo much good being done through him. The 
arveſt truly is great; but the faithful labourers are but 
* few. Lord, ſend forth labourers into thy harveſt,” Con- 
„ verſed with him at night, and joined in prayer and praiſe, 
« Returned home. with more comfort than when I went. 
* Oh! may we all grow up into him who is our Head, even 
«« Jeſus our Redeemer. Amen. We vt er, 
Saturday. Ever ſince Thurſday, I have been in a ſort 
4 of ſpiritual ſlumber, inactive in the buſineſs of the chriſtian 


life. Lord, pardon my backwardneſs and non-improve- 


ment: cure this diſeaſe of my ſoul : raiſe my dull powers: 
« quicken me by thy ſpirit; draw out mine affeQions after 


dt 


} 


T%7 
things remained upon his ol from ſabbath t 
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« thee: let me run the ways of thy commandments and not 
© be weary, walk in the paths of holineſs and never faint, 


, Fain would 1 ftretch my wings, and try 
„ How faith can ſoar above . 

« To fetch me ſtrength, to raiſe me nigh 
The object of my lofe. 


« Now the thought that Chriſt ever lives to make interceſ- 
« fion for me is of unſpeakable comfort to my ſoul. 

«© Wedneſday. Found my heart wander from God too 
„ much this day; but in the cloſe of it, God was pleaſed 
% to draw me nearer himſelf by affecting my ſoul under the 
«« word preached at an evening lecture. I truſt this was a 
„ token for good to me. My heart went along with the 
« word. = whom ſhould I abide but thee? Thou haſt the 
« words of eternal life, and eternal life itſelf, and thou 
« wilt give it me. Oh! that I may experience more of 
«« the favour of the knowledge of Chriſt as it hath been diſ- 
« played this evening! g 5 

4 Friday. The Lord comforted me again this evening 
« by his word from a e old Diſciple, who ſpoke many ſe- 
% rious truths from John viii. 36. If the ſon, &c.” 
% ſave me by thy free grace, and as an evidence of it, make 
„ me free from guilt, free from fin, and cauſe me to love 
« thee freely. . Painycs | | 

Friday. H have been put, this evening, at the houſe 
« of a Friend, upon examining my ſtate, whether 1 

« rimentally know that Chriſt hath made me free— fret 
from the wrath of God—free from the guilt of ſin and 
from its power and dominion. The conſequence of this 
„trial was, that I was able to ſee into my corrupt heart, and 
„ to diſcover that fin hath too much dominion over me. 
„Lord, lead me to the blood of ſprinkling: purge away 
«© my droſs: cleanſe me by thy ſpirit from all filthineſs : 
* let me no longer retain any beloved luſt to rival thee in 
«© my ſoul: but do thou come by thy Spirit and ere& thy 
% throne there e We i 

« Wedneſday. This day a Miniſter was ordained at Mr. 
cc n Church in: TI was there. I had many pain- 
<< ful fears, that what makes a goſpel miniſter was wanting. 
Lord, lead Miniſter and People more to —— 
C0 * . * 6 | 
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5 He ſeems, 
ave atted under the retollection 
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« will remember this ay egg d ering 
* Four, and grow up daily in conformity to him, _ | 
Tueſday. This evening ſome good Chriſtians, with 

« Mr. B—y, met to ſpend two hours i er on oc- 
« cafion of the Lecture eſtabliſhed there. I hope God was 
« with us of a truth, Wig to were enabled l to 
y for fome refreſhi owers of rain upon the thirſty 

4 earth. ewe God 8. pleaſed almoſt immediately to 
« ſend. \ $4 us thankful hearts, and water our 
1 rt fouls wit heavenly dews, that we bring forth the 
« fruits of er u to- the bonour of thy grace and 


life, ta 
of thoſe moſt 
ſolemn 


4% love! | 
= — ag . gave me ſuch a Ante of” the 
« exceeding ſin fuln e 


4 fore. TY ſoul was 4 humbled, and enabled to plead 
vs 0 God for mercy, an . 
„ both for myſelf, and a Friend with whom I had 
” Lech deen converſing on ſome very im t. thin 
« Oh! may a diviner exp pond, to G 64 and Chrift 
4 enkindled in our hearts; then ſhall we hate fin with a 
«© more perfect hatred, and love holineſs with a mare perfect 
love. My ſoul does no experience with God. 
« Ohl that this ſtate might 72 ey laſt t was truly ſaid 
©. by one, that the tears of 2 are more pleaſant 
4% than the ſeeming pleaſures of fin.” I can aſſuredly | 
te that this is true. that I may be enabled rather 
< to ſuffer affliction with · the people of God, chan to enjoy 
1% the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon.” 
GSW oe mack ery get en — 
© buſineſs in refle on m 4 
& for the enſuin ſabbath. m_ | 
„Monday, Tueſday, Wedneſday. Theſe three days 
_ « found great reaſon to complain of the want of the. 

«© Tence of Chriſt, to make every creature comfort comfort- 
+ able, Differed-much-with a dear Friend on ſome occa- 
_ -«« fions; yet was enabled to. love, coy him more 

40 than ever. 

„ Thurſday, » Saturday. Surely my heart hath 
««, wandered — od, and. felt a fe -withdrawin vg 
te of bis preſence. This is becauſe I do not. live, by fai 
« on his promiſe and covenant as I ought to do e in- 
66 2 eee 


tal 


2 r with God on the fifth 
of e 1741. On why * he _ 


60 Monday, Tueſday, Wedneſday. - a 3 of the 
«« preſence of God, which enabled L 
% comfortably in the way of m * 5 

« Thurſday, Friday, God heen pleaſad go thew 
me, this week, that my dependance is to be mhally on 
« him ; EN — all allure fr bis 
| camfort. n my Was 

1e 19 By his cd * ed me, and I was enabled to 
6 looks 29 bin 2 head of. Providence. _ 

& Monday——T hurſday. My ſoul 3 in God, and 
„e triumphs in the talvation he hath wrou | 

40 8 to Monday. During theſe five 255 I have 

enced much of the E God. heart is 
10 wk ikke: my foal for him: when that I come 
« and a before him in the heavenly ſtate and world. 
40 — — ſeems to ſmile upon me. Oh that { may 
«© be thankful. Lord, make me to ſhew;forth thy praiſe, 
« not with my lips only, but with my heart and amy life 
* alſo, Amen. 
"4-0 Frida 4 Saturday. 7 Lord, make my way plain be- | 
% fore my Ga. My worldly affairs give me much uneafi- 
« neſs. Oh! that I. may ſee.thy:Providence pointing out 
« my way; and let me take no ſtep but what may ſome 
« way or othen A 


5 eternal 


40 Wedneſday. After the buſineſs of the day 105 went to 


66 the. ON of Mr. P,, at. D. d. —— 
% a comfortable day to man os The * 

* ſmiled. without; and the. od, as the God of, 
rr een 


10 « farhtully eached——the perſon ales ſet apart 
prayer and impofi poſition of hands—and, 1 hope, ie will 7 
be e pleaſure, both to 
te him, e e Amen and Ames. | 
$6 aan God this day, it being a monthly day 1 
1 prayer for the nation in I hope I can ſay the 
te word was ſweet. to my Lord, 3 | 
f* membrance.z and hear our united ſu upplications—give 
75 i we have been aſking forgive us the 


« "have 


7 This breniug, after many pre 
e four of my moſt intimate Felony 6 with eg, 


on the affairs of time. Oh! — 


' —  —— — — . 
* * 


0 
/ i 
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te concluded our defign for be Feat, and carry: 

* ing on a more intimate N in order 
_ 

| . 9p * b * 94 n 


eln el es, fouls with divine love 
4% that we may walk: 8 as thy people. 

+ Thurſday and Friday. „ ging myſe] myſelf fill in 

would be pleaſed to 

wil et me ſuitable direction, that I may plainly Pa that his 

ſations work together for my good. Lord, make 

my ** plain, and let the bleſſings of thy Providence 


$6 rm 


„ And then whatever ſtate I'm i in, 
My heart will reſt content; 1 n 
( NᷣNor will I murmur or repine 
erode t 66 How fad for'er the event. _ - | 
* Mon , Tueſday. My foul lon after ter 
86 os Monty, divine grace, that I Ur Fender rat 
* the divine life ; that all below may become leſs in mine 
1 eſteem, and Heaven become the e of 12 SO 
Wo" err | | 


20 7 cc Haſte, n TY 0 x 
abet Nas, And warm my heart with heavenly love; 


Mine eager wiſhes mount on high, 


3 66 And pour contempt beneath the &y. 


"ec Wedneſday and Thurſday, This evening I ho 
a have employed in religious duties in company with 5 
ious friends: but was accidentally hindered. Oh ! how 
2 did my ſoul long to be with them. I could moſt willing 
ly have left my company to have enjoyed theirs, for it 


* Rath been refreſhing to me many times. However, 


«© hope, I met with divine conſolations in ſecret prayer 
« reading the word of God, in the comfort o "which, I 


_ «« truſt, | walked all the enſuing day. 
; 6s Friday, Saturday. I'now And I ſtand in great need 
« divine aſliftance vant wiſdom to direct me in the 
4 fairs and bufineſs-of life, chat I may act as becomes 8 


% chriſtian, and that an after reflection may not 'reproach 


N Lord, I commit my ways © Gin | 
| Give 


wi rr 2a. ta qv 


23 


ret r 


oa eh. Os ©. 
e 


. bind outſelves to ther by a ſacred 


TW 1] 


to further our ſpiritual and eternal good. Do 


« rhou, O Lord, cement our hearts in love, and 
« help us by. thine Holy Spirit to improve ſuch 


te opportunity. Make our friendſhip permanent, 
« and may we delight to tell each other what 


„good thou dolt daily beſtow upon us. 
The inſtructions for this purpoſe were drawn 


tc up and ſigned by each of us with prayer to God 


< for his bleſſing, and with a ſolemnity becom- 


ce ing ſuch an engagement. The ſacred covenant 


into which ve entered is as follows. 


Incomprebenfibley Almighty, and gracious Lord Gol, 
who ſearcheſt-the hearts, and trieft 'the reins of the 
children of men. { Thou knoweft. our ſincerity, and our 


thoughts. ars all unveiled to. tber. We are furrounded 
with thine i 
viſible witnzſs io the ſolemn affair in which tue are 


ty. Thou urt a preſent, though in- 
now engaging. We are taking bold of thy firtygth 


that wwe may make peace with iber, and entering into 


covenant with. thee | the Almighty God. Theſe are, 
with reſpect to us, the happy days long fince predicted, 


* when. one ſhall fay, Tam the Lord's, and another 
* ſball call himſelf by the name of J/rael, and another 
* hall ſubſcribe with his hand unto the Lord ; and 1 
© will be their Cod, and they ſhall be my ſons and 
* daughters, ſaith the Lord Jehovab.”. With moſt 
thankful fincerity tur take bold on this covenant as it 


is.more fully v#pnifefted and explained in the goſpel by 


Teſus Chrift ; and hitmbly ron ty Propoſals, we 
“ Give me that wiſdom which is from above, that I may 
* know how to act in a way conducive to thy glory and my 
% own good. Let me be under the ſpecial direction of thy 
© Spirit, to eye thice as the God of Providence, knowing it 
** is thy promiſe, that all things ſhall work t for 
* good to them that love God, and are the called, accord 
* ing to his purpoſ ee | 5 
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ligation—ty a free and deliberate aftion. Wa + 
here ratify' our baptiſmal engagements with Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. - We religiouſly devote our ſelver 
to thy ſervice, and entirely ſubmit to thy conduf?. We 
renounce the glories. and vanitiłs ef this world, - 
chuſe thee as our happineſs, our ſupreme 'felitity, and 
everlaſting portion, We hake no article with thee for 
any thing beſides. Deny or give us what thou will, 
we would never repine while our happineſs and Prin. 
cipal treaſure is ſeture. This is our daliberate — our 
free—and ſincere determination, which, by thy grace, 
we will not retra# till time ſhall be no more. O, thou ! 
ty whoſe power alone we ſhall be able to and, put 
thy fear into our hearts that we may never depart 
from thee. Let not the world with all its Jmiltes ; ; wor 
death nor hell with all their terrors, force us to v10- 
late this ſacred vow: Ob 1 let us never live to aban- 
Aon thee, nor draw that impious breath that would 
deny thte.=—— And, now, let ſurrounding Angels wit- 
neſs for us, that we do ſolemnly devote all the powers 
and faculties of our ſouls to thy" ſervice; and when we | 
Preſumptuouſly employ any of the advantages thou haſt 
given us, to thy diſhonour, let them teſtify againſt us, 
and ler our axon words'co . Amen, even /o 


let it be. 
JOHN MUDGE. 


e Lord, I take this to be my own perſonal at 
© and deed. Oh! let it be ratiſied in the court 
d above, and my heart be for ever thine. May 
« each of my dear Friends do the ſame; and 
© may this union never be diffolved, but be im- 
« proving till it is compleat in 64 Ani; 
66 Hallelujah 8 og 23 


Some few months before his dilbtacion: ace 
were more than uſual marks of a decay: of na- 
ture, of which he ſeemed ſomewhat ſenſible, and. 


failed 


* 


j L111 


failed not to behave, and expreſs himſelf, as be- 

; came one who had eee, to fear from death's 

| approach. The nature of his diſorder, which 
greatly affected his underſtanding and his ſpeeeh 

/ during the ſhort time of his confinement, de- 


prived his family and his friends of _ inftruc- 
tive, animating, and comforting things he would 
| doubtleſs, have ſaid. His diſmiſſion was eaſy and 


gentle: his God kindly exempting him from 
that bodily pain with which death is commonly 
attended. „„ $637 


> 


What hath been ſaid on an old Diſciple, and on 
our departed Friend, to whom that honourable 
title belonged, tends more to comfort the heart 
of the mourning Vidom under the great loſs ſhe 


- A ** ——- ww 


7 hath ſuſtained, than any thing elſe I could poſ- 
ſibly have advanced. For fuch as he was, heaven 
; was made. However happy he might be in con- 


„ jugal life, or even in that nearneſs to his God 
J with which he was indulged upon earth; the 
happineſs he now poſſeſſes is greater ſtill, With 
| her tears of ſorrow, tears of joy may mingle from, 
the proſpect of meeting him again at 3 right 
head of the Judge, and ſpending a bliſsful eter- 
nity with him. „ 
= To you, the dear children of the deceaſed, your 
5 late wiſe, pious, and affectionate Father, is ſpeak- 
£ ing in language full of inſtruction and encou- 
. ragement. Many a faithful and affectionate ad- 
monition hath he given— many a fervent, heart- 
felt prayer hath he poured out before his God with 
you and for you—and an excellent example hath 
he ſet. before you. Theſe will, I truſt, be daily 
recollected. He is calling to you from the grave 
<8 | from 
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—from n that way that tends on move | 
2 heart, to engage you to live as the Diſciples 
of Chriſt — to adorn your profeſſion— to keep 
oloſe to God as he did to 22 high attain- 
—_ in the divine liſe - and to act, 175 all times, 
as in the proſpect of death and glory 
What hath been ſaid is full o weighty inſtrue- 
tion to all the: Young. before me. If you wiſh to 
ſee the cloſe of life with comfort—to be ripe for 
heaven when you are ripe for the grave begin 
your life with God, and enter into that ſolemn 
engagement of which I have juſt given you a 
very ſtriking ſpecimen. Piety in youth is the 


- beſt ound on which to hope for ſolid peace and 


comfort in age. Oh] let me requeſt it of you 
who are young, as you wiſh either for the happi- 
neſs or the honour of an old Diſciple, that you 


copy the example of Abel, whoſe early offering, 


God accepted—of Joſeph, who ſaid, ** how can I 
* do this great wickedneſs and ſin againſt God“ 
of Toſiah, © whoſe heart — | 
Obadiah, who in the worſt of times could ſay, 
* I thy ſervant fear the Lord from my youth” + 
of you ns Abqah, of = of whom it is ſaid that 
„there was found in him ſome good thing to- 
* wards the Lord God of Iſrael in the houſe of 


i Jeroboam” - of Timothy, who ©. from a, 


* child had known the holy ſcriptures! — and 
of every ſerious, devout and pious youth of 
whom: you have either heard or read, If you 

live without God and Chriſt in your youth, it is 
a fad ſign that you will be without both in death, 
If honour and oſcfalneſs 3 in life, and if peace and 


IE comfort os you die, are objects of-1 imprese 


f „Gen xxXix. 9. een, 12 7 Chap, wy; 13. 
2 Tim, iii, 15. 15 d 8 
0 
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do not FRY without that Aud conſtitutes the 
Diſciple of Jeſus. There can be no harveſt, ex- 
ops there be ſeed ſown: and you will never ſee 
y old age, except your ſouls are brought 
5 The, ſcriptures ſpeak of ſorne whoſe 
« end i is to be burnt”—whoſe- end is deſtrue- 
e tion.” Oh! what a ſhocking, dreadful end 
muſt that be! How different. different as Hell 
from Heaven — from that of an old Diſciple 
from that of our departed 8 from 
what yours would be, would you, throuf gh grace, 
give up your hearts to'God! We would-fain ho 
and believe that you will. Be good, and you will 
be eſteemed by the wiſeſt and the beſt—you will 
never want a friend- ou will be lovely 
Rat by in the eſteem of God and Chriſt, and be 
ſt by both for ever. 


What hath been advanced re ect an 
Diſciple in general, or qur de Lo_ to 
whom that title of diſtinguiſhed honour belong- 


ed, fays far more to the Aged than 1 have” time 
to mention. | 


d 


If that hoary head is here that is not found 3 in 
the t way of righteouſneſs” that aged perſon, 
who is no Diſciple—that man, who even till the 
decline of life hath declined from the ways of 
God, caſt off fear, reſtrained prayer, turned his 
back on Jeſus—a man, who is ſtooping towards 
the grave as he goes, and yet hath nothing to 
hope for beyond it what 2 been ſaid revs Thos 


weighty inſtruction to him. Oh! may that God B 


at whoſe command Moſes brought water from a 

rock, bring the inſtruction home, melt his frozen, 

and ſoften his ſtony 3 An . — | 
man 


in heayen or in 
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man that is ripe for the goes yet hath not be- 
to live — is one of the moſt painful and af- 
cting objects that can be beheld upon earth. If 
any thing could be done for him, on my part, at 
this ſo late an hour, Oh] how gladly would I 
do it! But, what can I do? What can I ſay 
which he hath not heard à thouſand times with- 


out effect? Many an attempt hath been made to 


engage his attention - to rouſe and alarm him 
to win, move, melt his heart. What more can 
be done? All things are poſſible with God; even 
his converſion. He knows this, but will not go 
to him. But I muſt not I cannot ſay ** ſleep 
on now and take thy reſt.” I would attempt, 
in divine ſtrength, to rouze the unfeeling and 
| ſecure, though at the eleventh hour, ans. put 
him on applying to God, through Chriſt, for 
mercy. Though God hath been juſtly provoked 
to " 2 ſuch an one entirely up—and though the 
inſtances have been comparatively few of thoſe . 
who have been brought, in old age, to a ſaving 
eee with · Chriſt——yet the caſe is not 
abſolutely beyond the reach of hope. O, thou! 
who art old, yet no Diſciple, knock at the door 
of mercy—cry mightily to the Lord for faith and 
repentance - pour out thy ſoul in penitential ſor- 
row at the Saviour's feet “ ariſe, call upon 


6 God, if ſo be he may think upon thee, that thou. 


«periſh not.” You increaſe your guilt by de- 
lay—you bar the door of mercy faſter againſt 
you by every day you loſe, You muſt ſo ſoon be 

hell, that there is not a moment 


»An old man, who was converted within four years of 
his death, deſired to have the following inſcription upon his 
Tomb: ſtone. N 


6 Here lies an aged man but four years old.” | 
92 8 to 


| „„ 
to be loſt! What ſucceſs you will meet with, I 
cannot pretend · to ſay, but this one thing I know, 
that if God give you grace to repent, he will, 
through Chriſt, accept your repentance : and that 


if you are enabled, late as it is, to go to God in 


Chriſt in the way that hath been held forth to 
your view, in the account I have given in this 
diſcourſe of a real-diſciple; he will not caſt you 
out either on account of your age, or the number 
or aggravation of your tranſgreſſions. 


Of each aged Diſciple preſent, whom God, 25 


amidſt the waſte of time and death, hath left, I 
need not requeſt it that you fall in with all the 
wiſe and gracious deſighs of your heavenly Father 
in prolonging your ſtay. Your conduct and con- 


verſe will, I truſt, bring honour on yourſelves 


on your profeſſion and on him whom you ſerve. 
You will raiſe no evil report either of the 
land, or the way to it. You will recommend the 


> — —_—— —•U—U—ẽ 22 


ways of Chriſt—convince gainſayers encourage 
the awakened ſinner —ſtrengthen every believer's 


faith and love and hold up the religion of the 
oſpel to view as that which can upport the 


7 


ry to man. Let the world fee, in you, what the 


mercy, power, and influence of Heaven can ef- 


fect. Even until death, bring forth fruit unto 
God. We, as Miniſters, want and wiſh the help 
of every old Diſciple." Let your Children, your 
Servants, your Friends; let all who: ſee you, ſee 


that the way to be happy is to fear the difplea- 


ſure, obey the commands, believe the promiſes 
of God, and truſt his grace through the blood 
and righteouſneſs of Chriſt, Your ſtay upon 
earth can now. be but ſhort. Ohl. improve it 


for every purpoſe honourable to your Saviour 


God— beneficial to the world — and happy to 
| | yourſelves, 


* 


art, and which communicates dignity and glo- 


* 8 þ 3 1 


* 2 3 1 36 13 ; ' . = 
: yourſelves. This is a work of which you will 
never repent: Mnaſon did not: our departed 
Friend did not. Let hae of that ron 
of glory that awaits the mel God be your 
comfort and ſupport. 25 an 916 Be 
Oh! | 1a all. the honour — happineſs that 
belongs to the moſt diſtinguiſned ol Chriſt's 
'Piccipl es, a to 7h! for ever. Amen. | 
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